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In the present case, elements of the claims of Group I are found in the 
remaining claims of Groups ll-lll, As such, it is believed that the search for the claims 
of Group I should find any relevant prior art relating to the claims of Groups ll-lll. 

Accordingly, little, if any, additional searching should be required for the 
claims of Groups ll-lll, and therefore the examination of the claims of Groups ll-lll 
together with the claims of elected Group I should impose little, if any, additional 
burden on the Examiner. 

As such, examining the claims of Groups ll-lll and the claims of elected Group 
I together in the present application clearly does not impose an undue or serious 
burden on the Examiner. In the absence of such an undue or serious burden, the 
Examiner is clearly instructed by the MPEP to examine the entire application. 
Therefore, the Examiner Is respectfully requested to rejoin the claims of Groups ll-lll 
with the claims of elected Group I and to examine all the claims together in the 
present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment of fees 
associated with this communication, including any necessary fees for extensions of 
time, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1078. 


Agilent Technologies, Inc. 
Legal Department, DL429 
IP Administration 
P.O. Box 7599 
Loveland, CO 80537-0599 
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Respectfully submitted, 


Date: October 1.2, 2006 
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